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News from the Principal

Welcome to 2020 
 

It’s great to welcome all students and staff to the 2020 
school year. 
We are totally commited to high quality teaching and 
learning in a  safe, happy and supportive environment. 
As per our School Improvement Plan, our core work is to  
ensure all students can read; decode (letter sounds, names, 
blends), comprehend/understand (make meaning of texts 
across all curriculum areas) through predicting, clarifying, 
questioning and summarising, and understand 
number/number sense and apply this to problem solving. 
Staff work very collaboratively to ensure common high 
expectations, highly effective teaching and learning 
strategies and to develop our students as “assessment 
capable learners”; knowing where they are at in learning, 
where to next and how to get there. 
It’s a very exciting journey and we want all 
parents/caregivers on board! 
 

The first step in this is to come to our Meet and 
Greet evening, next Tuesday, 5.30 – 7.00pm. 

“MEET & GREET” 

“MEET &                      

GREET” 

Tuesday 11th 

February 2020       

5.30 – 7.00pm 

 

Enjoy a free SAUSAGE SIZZLE, 
5.30 – 6.30pm from the kitchen servery. 

 

An information flyer and return slip went home with students 
at the beginning of this week, please return the slip to 
indicate if you will be attending and how many sausages 
you would like per family. For more information, please see 
our Facebook page. 
 

New staff and students 
 

I extend a very warm welcome to our new teachers: 
Miss Sunshia (Sunny) Mashei yr 4/5, Miss Andrea Kazantzis yr 
5/6,  Ms Terri Miller yr 6/7 and Miss Danielle Fisk yr 6/7. 
 

I also welcome new students: 
Reception: Delilah, Kaelin, Millie, Brax, Izzy, Evie, Abbie, 
Athefa, Claudia, Azalei, Amelia, Destiny, Lincoln, Hope, Chloe, 
Rhys, Claire, Zhalee, Sophie, Eli, Addison, Hamish, Madison, 
Lexie and Cruze. 
Year 1-7: Laura, Joshua, Indikah, Axel, Nitara, Darren and 
Winnie. 
 

I know that you will all have a fabulous year at RPS! 

 

Governing Council AGM 
 

You are invited to the Renmark Primary 
School Governing Council, Monday 24th 
March, 6.00pm in the Resource Centre. 
 

We would love to have more parents/caregivers on our 
Governing Council, which plays a very important role in 
overseeing the direction of the school, in many areas.   
It gives you the opportunity to find out what is happening in our 
school, future plans, contribute ideas and have a say in your 
child’s school and education. 
 

Our Governing Council meetings are held twice a term, 
Mondays at 6.00pm – 7.15pm, weeks 3 and 9.   
Meet new people, learn more about the school, and we 
definitely welcome new and exciting ideas!  
 
More information will be sent home next week. 

 

  � Respect                  � Excellence                 � Self Belief                  � Trust 
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Child Protection Curriculum 
 

The Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum 
(KS:CPC) is a child safety program for children and 
young people from age 3 to year 12. It teaches 
children to: 

• recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult about it 

• understand what is appropriate and inappropriate 
touching 

• understand ways of keeping themselves safe. 
 
The KS:CPC is mandated in all public preschools and 
schools and is taught every year by teachers who have 
completed a full day KS:CPC training course. It is a world-
class, evidence-based child safety program that is used by 
a range of other Australian and International schools. 
 
Why we teach children about keeping safe 
The department has a legal responsibility to protect children 
and young people from abuse in its own settings and in the 
wider community. All children and young people have a right 
to: 

• be treated with respect and to be protected from 
harm 

• be asked for their opinions about things that affect 
their lives and to be listened to 

• feel and be safe in their interactions with adults 
and other children and young people 

• understand as early as possible what is meant by 
'feeling and being safe'. 

 
The curriculum follows 2 main themes: 

• we all have the right to be safe 

• we can help ourselves to be safe by talking to 
people we trust. 

 
The 2 themes are explored through 4 focus areas: 

• the right to be safe 

• relationships 

• recognising and reporting abuse 

• protective strategies. 
 

The focus areas are targeted to the age of 
the learners. For further information about 
this program, we have included fact sheets 
for each of the year levels at the end of the 
newsletter.  
 

 

Relationships Australia 
 

This year, we welcome Kirsty from Relationships Australia who 
will be working from our school on Wednesdays. Kirsty is a 
Child and Parenting Support Case Worker. offering an outreach 
service this year and looks forward to meeting many families 
throughout 2020.  
 
“My name is Kirsty and I am the Child and Parenting Support Case 
Worker at Relationships Australia. Through this 
role I work with parents/caregivers to promote 
family strengths and connectedness, and to build 
confidence in nurturing children’s development 
and wellbeing. I will be offering an outreach 
service at Renmark Primary School this year on 
Wednesdays and look forward to meeting many 
families throughout 2020. Pop in and say hi!” 

 
If you would like further information on this service, please 
let the office know, or call 8582 4122 (Relationships 
Australia – Berri Office) 

 
Breakfast Club 
 

Every Thursday morning from 8.15-8.45 
Breakfast Club will run from the kitchen. 
All students welcome to attend!  

We would like to thank the Paringa Bakery, Baker’s Delight and 
Foodbank for making Breakfast Club possible and free to all 
students! 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Badge Presentation Assembly 
 

On Wednesday 12th February, our first official assembly of the 
year will be held.  

We have invited the mayor of Renmark and Paringa Council 
Mayor, Mr Neil Martinson to present our 2020 Student Leaders, 
Sports Leaders, SRC and Little Leaders with their badges. The 
assembly will be held in the hall, beginning at 9.15am. 

We’d love to see you all there!  

 

Congratulations 
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Safer Internet Day 
Tuesday 11th Feb 2020 
 

On Safer Internet Day, millions of people around the world 
unite to raise awareness about online safety issues and 
inspire positive change.  

It’s a great opportunity to start that chat about online safety 
with the kids in your life.  

You can use eSafety’s ideas and resources to help improve 
the online safety of your family and your community, not just 
on Safer Internet Day but every day of the year. 

Where to start? Join a webinar 
designed especially for parents 
and caregivers. 
 

Join one of our inaugural webinars for parents and 
caregivers this Safer Internet Day. They’re free! 

These live webinars will explore the latest research and 
expert advice for using technology safely. They are a great 
way to learn how you can help your child develop the skills 
to be safer online.  

All sessions will be delivered by eSafety 
expert, Greg Gebhart.  
 

Helping kids thrive online 

Suitable for parents and caregivers of young people aged 5-
12 years old. 

12 February 2020 – 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM (AEDT) 
14 February 2020 – 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM (AEDT) 
  
The session will cover:  

• ideas to start the chat about harmful content, 
contact with strangers and online bullying  

• strategies for addressing common digital parenting 
challenges  

• skills that young people need to protect themselves 
online   

• how to get help if things go wrong 

Tech, teens and time online 
Suitable for parents and caregivers of young people aged 12-
18 years old. 
11 February 2020 – 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM (AEDT) 
12 February 2020 – 1:30 PM – 2:30 PM (AEDT) 
 
The session will cover:  

• ideas to start the chat about harmful content, 
relationships and online harassment  

• strategies for addressing common digital parenting 
challenges  

• online wellbeing strategies for teens   

• how to get help if things go wrong 
  

Explore eSafety’s online hub 
 

Find out how to start the chat about online safety with your 
child, by exploring eSafety’s great range of advice and 
resources.  
Visit our parents and caregivers pages, including lots of tips for 
helping your child have safe, enjoyable experiences online. 
Get your children learning about online safety early, with our 
pages developed for kids and young people. 
Download the parent’s guide to online safety booklet, available 
in multiple languages. 
Keep on top of all the games and apps your child might be 
using, with our eSafety guide. 
Avoid ‘tech tantrums’ with young children by getting them to 
help fill out a Family Tech Agreement, featuring Big Ted, 
Jemima and other characters from ABC Play School. 
Read advice about how to choose good online content, in 
eSafety’s new Early Years resources for children under 5 and 
their families. 
Find out how to choose the right tech gift for your child with our 
Gift Guide. 
Check out our step by step guide to reporting different types of 
online abuse. 
 

For further information, please visit: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/safer-
internet-day/families 
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Term 1 
Swimming 
This term all students will 
participate in swimming 
lessons at the Renmark Pool.  

The lessons form part of the school's Physical Education 
Curriculum and should not be viewed as optional unless 
there are special circumstances to be considered.  

Each class will attend supervised lessons. The school will 
cover the costs of the swimming program this year, so there 
will be no cost to families. 
 

Week 3: Mon 10 February – Fri 14 February  
 

Room 9  09.15am – 10.15am   

Room 5  10.15am – 11.15am  

Room 2  11.15am – 12.15pm 

Room 17 12.45pm – 01.30pm 

Room 15 01.30pm – 02.15pm 

 

Week 4: Tues 18 Feb – Fri 21 Feb (Lesson 1-4) 
Week 5: Final lesson (catch up – due to no lesson Monday)
  

 

Room 10 09.15am – 10.15am   

Fri 28 Feb        11.15am – 12.15am 

Room 6  10.15am – 11.15am    

Thurs 27 Feb 11.15am – 12.15am 

Room 3  11.15am – 12.15pm   

Wed 26 Feb    11.15am – 12.15am 

Room 1  12.45pm – 01.30pm   

Tues 25 Feb 11.15am – 12.15am 

Room 18 01.30pm – 02.15pm   

Mon 24 Feb 11.15am – 12.15am 

 

Week 5: Mon 24 February – Fri 28 February  
 

Room 11 09.15am – 10.15am   

 

Room 12 10.15am – 11.15am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instrumental Music in 

the Riverland 2020 
  

Opportunities exist for students in year 5-7 in 2020 to access 
group lessons in Trumpet, Trombone, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Flute, Percussion and Electric Bass through participation in the 
Renmark Hub based at Renmark Primary School.  

Instrumental Music is a corporate division of the Department for 
Education and provides instrumental music lessons for 
students in government schools by registered teachers. 

Expectations of student participation in the Instrumental 
Music Program 

Students are expected to commit to a full year of lessons, 
including regular practise of their instrument, and attendance at 
band sessions and performances. 

Cost associated with accessing lessons through 
Instrumental Music 

Instrumental Music lessons are provided at no cost to schools 
or parents. 

Students will need to access an instrument and tutor book prior 
to the commencement of lessons. Information regarding hire or 
purchase of instruments can be accessed from your primary 
school, along with the consent form.  

 

Sun Smart Policy 
Now the weather has well and truly warned up, we would like to 

remind everyone of our SunSmart policy. STUDENTS - Wear a 
bucket/brimmed hat (NO FIXED DRAWSTRING – SEE FLYER 
AT END OF NEWSLETTER) outside during lessons and at 
play time.  As per the Cancer Council Checklist for Primary 
Schools, students can play in shaded areas if they don’t have a 
hat; our oval, lower primary or main building shelters.   

No caps, beanies, hoods – they are not SunSmart.            

Navy blue bucket hats are available from the office, $5.00. 

 

Important safety reminders for 

Parents & Caregivers, please: 
 

• Do not park in the staff car parks including near the bus 
bay/OSHC.  This area is for OSHC staff and buses only.  Park 
on the street. 

• Drive at 25 km/hour in the school zone between 8.00 – 8.50am 
and 3.00- 3.45pm.  Any faster and you will be reported to SAPOL. 

• Do not stop at either school crossing to collect or drop off your 
children; park in an allocated park on the street and ask them to 
walk to the car 

• Ask children to get in and out of the car on the footpath side 

• Remind your children to cross at the school crossings, not wander 
across the road either side, it’s far too dangerous. 
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IT WAS ALL SMILES ☺ 
for the first day back at 

school for 2020! 

 

Bikes, scooters, all things 

wheels! Many students ride their scooter, bike, 

penny boards etc. to school.   

The Lower Primary students park theirs in the external 
alcove in the lower primary building and primary students in 
the racks by the 18th St shed.  Just a few reminders: 

 Students must walk their bike etc. until they are off 
school grounds, no riding on school grounds 

 Provide a locking mechanism for your child to secure 
their bike/scooter at school 

 The bike areas are out of bounds during the day 
 Make sure bike riders wear a helmet 
 Take great care on the footpaths and roads  

Students who don’t comply with the safety rules, and put 
others and themselves at risk of being hurt may be asked to 
leave their bike/scooter at home.  

Family Reminders 
 

Year 7 Leadership Day 
 

Tuesday 18th February, all year 7 students, teachers and 
support staff will be attending the annual Year 7 
Leadership Day at Loveday 4x4 Adventure Park. More 
information to come. 

 
Grab ‘n’ Go lunch orders 
 

THURSDAY ONLY – orders MUST be submitted by 8am 
on the Thursday (can be ordered 2 weeks in advance), via 
the Qkr! App. For information on how to download the 
app, visit our Facebook page or school website for 
instructions. 

 

Book Club Orders 
Book Club orders are due back on Friday 14th February 
2020. 

 

Breakfast Club 
 

Breakfast Club is held every Thursday from 8.15-
8.45am; in the kitchen.  

 

School Banking 
 

Bank SA school banking occurs every Tuesday. 
Applications are available from the front office. 

 

Tri State Graphics 
have introduced an online 
store. 
Shop from the comfort of home, order and pay direct 
online and receive a contact message when your goods 
are ready, or request that your goods be shipped out to 
you direct. https://www.tristategraphics.com.au/shop/ 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to check out 

our School website @  
http://www.renmarkr7.sa.edu.au 

 

And 
 
RENMARK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
OFFICIAL 
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WHAT’S ON ???
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to remember 
Term 1 2020 

Week 3 
 

February 10 Governing Council 6pm 
February 11 Safer Internet Day 
FEBRUARY 11 MEET ‘N’ GREET 
February 12 Assembly 9.15am 
 
 

Week 4 
 

February 17 SAPSASA Swimming 
February 18 Year 7 Leadership Day 
 
 

Week 5 
 

February 24 AGM Governing Council 6pm 
 
 

Week 6 
 

March  3 Assembly 2.40pm 
MARCH  6 STUDENT FREE DAY 
 
 

Week 7 
 

MARCH  9 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 
 

Week 8 
 

March  16 Governing Council 6pm 
March  18 District Athletics 
March  19 Assembly 12.25pm 
March  20 National Day against BULLYING 
March  21 Harmony Day 
 

 

 

Week 9 
 

March  26 Community COLOUR RUN 
 
 

Week 10 and 11 
 

April  2 SAPSASA Athletics 
April  9 2.30pm Dismissal/Casual Day 

 

Please Note: Dates are subject to change 

School Uniform Donations 
 

Do you have any second hand school uniforms that 
you would consider donating? 
 
We are in particular need of school T-shirts in sizes 
12-16. 
Any school uniform donations are very welcome. 
Second hand uniforms can be purchased from the 
front office for a gold coin donation. 
 

2020 Term Dates 
 

Term 1: 28 January – 9 April  (11 wks) 
Term 2: 27 April – 3 July  (10 wks) 
Term 3: 20 July – 25 September  (10 wks) 
Term 4: 12 October – 11 December (9 wks) 
 

Community notices 
 

Riverland Oral Health Centre (school aged dental) 
Address: 10 Maddern Street, Berri SA 5343.  
Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.30pm Phone: 8580 
2700.In an emergency or for after hour’s advice call: 
1800 022 222. 
Dental care is free for most children-SA Dental bulk 
bill Medicare.  
 

Renmark Out of School Hours Care 
OSHC opening hours: 6.30am-8.30am & 3.15pm-
6.30pm, Pupil free days and School Holidays 6.30am-
6.30pm. Please Call: 8586 4481 for bookings. 
 

National Karate Academies Renmark  
For R-7 at the RPS Hall on Wednesdays (enter from 
19th St. Renmark). 

Phone Jeff on 0417 938 076. 

 

Family Activities Program  
Follow the link below to access a fantastic ‘Family 
Activities Program’ put together by the Renmark 
Paringa Council.   
The Program includes activities suitable for all age 
groups. 

http://www.renmarkparinga
.sa.gov.au/familyactivities 
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