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News from the Principal 
TERM 3 2019 

Term 3 promises to be another term of focused teaching and 
learning.  Parents and caregivers will receive their child’s mid-
year report on Thursday. The report, Learning Journal and 
data print out will give you a very comprehensive picture of 
how your child is progressing so far this year.   
We want every child to make progress and achieve their 
best.  Perhaps more important is the effort given to their 
learning, how they receive challenges, and interact with 
others, especially whether they are kind and considerate to 
everyone.   
Please take time to talk with your child about their report, 
acknowledge their effort and where they have done well, and 
identify areas to work on.  We are all lifelong learners, well 
after we leave school, so understanding that we can always 
improve when we know how to do so, is essential. 
If you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s schooling, 
please make an appointment for early term 3 with their 
teacher, senior staff or Student Wellbeing Leader; whoever 
can best assist with your enquiry. 
I thank students for their efforts and expect every student to 
develop and improve as the year progresses.  I also thank 
staff for their absolute commitment to every child’s 
learning.  Without their care, guidance, support and high 
expectations, our students would not have the wonderful 
learning opportunities that they do.  Finally, I thank parents 
and caregivers.  Your support and encouragement of your 
child and the school is very important.  A strong, positive 
home-school partnership provides a wonderful framework for 
every child to succeed at school. 
 
Holidays are almost here! During the break, please ensure 
your child has a full school uniform ready to start term 3, no 
casual clothes or items varying from navy blue and 
white.  Any donations of uniform items no longer required are 
much appreciated. 
Enjoy the upcoming holidays.  If students and families are out 
and about or travelling, stay safe.  We look forward to 
welcoming every child to the start of term 3. 
 
Please remember the Pupil Free Day on Friday 9th 
August.  All staff will be engaged in THRASS training. 
 

EXTERNAL SCHOOL REVIEW 

An External School Review was conducted at Renmark 
Primary School on Tuesday 2 – Wednesday 3 July.  All 
Department for Education schools are reviewed every three 
years, to identify highly effective practices and provide 
directions for continuous improvement in teaching and 
learning.  
The focus is on highly effective teaching and learning, aligned 
to our School Improvement Plan.   
During the two days, the Review Officer, Simon Harding, and 
Review Principal, Marg Erwin spoke to and documented 
information gathered from all teachers, the leadership team, 
SSOs who work with students, groups of year 2-7 students, 
Governing Council and a parent group. This information is 
very comprehensive and provides the evidence for a school 
report, which we will receive in the latter half of term 3.   
The report will provide several directions for our school 
improvement and when we are next reviewed, our progress 
against these directions will be measured. It’s a very thorough 
process.   
I thank everyone for their involvement, especially parents who 
were invited to attend and met with the panel.   Your 
willingness to support the review is much appreciated. 

 
NEWSLETTER   

From the start of term 3, our fortnightly newsletter will be 
shared only on FB and the school website, 
www.renmarkr7.sa.edu.au. We will no longer email 
newsletters.  If anyone requires a hard copy they will be 
available at the front office for collection. 

 
 

  STORY TIME IN THE RESOURCE CENTRE 

Starting in term 3, the Resource Centre will be open from 
3.10pm on Wednesdays for parents and their pre-school 
children to come and listen to a story read by a staff 
member.  It’s a great opportunity to share beautiful stories in 
the 20 minutes before you collect your child from school.   
Come in with your child, sit with them, relax and enjoy a 
story!  Reading is so important and the more books the 
better!! 
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VEHICLES IN THE BUS/OSHC AREA 

I have received recent reports about vehicles in our bus bay 
and OSHC area while students are on site.  Vehicles are not 
allowed in the bus bay area or OSHC staff car park area 
between 8.15 – 9.00am and 3.15 – 4.00pm.  Vehicles in this 
area at these times pose a significant safety risk to students 
coming and going, and to the bus drivers trying to get in and 
out of the school within a tight time frame.    
We don’t want any child hurt or worse by a vehicle in this 
area, so please adhere to these safety rules. 
Also, to community groups using the Hall, please don’t allow 
children to run through the car park area before or after their 
session; it’s getting dark early and it can be hard to see a 
child from an incoming or outgoing vehicle.  

 

ENROLING FOR 2020, Reception – Year 7 

If your child is starting in Reception at RPS next year; you 
wish to discuss your R-7 child’s specific needs; or are new to 
or moving into our community, we’d love to chat to you and 
show you around.  

Please call the office and make a time to do so. We offer rich, 
challenging learning for every student in a safe and very 
supportive environment.  

 

SA School Sport Newsletter 
 

For all your SA School Sport news, 
check out the latest  
edition of ‘THE SPORTS BRIEF’.  

https://mailchi.mp/28c6d8398e02/the  
-sports-brief-school-sport-sa-news-week-3-term-2 
 

Book Fair 
. 

Tuesday 30 July – Wednesday 7 August.  
In the Resource Centre. 
 

Book Week 
 

Monday 19 – Friday 23 August 2019. This year’s 
theme is “Reading is my secret power” 
Each year across Australia, the CBCA brings children and 
books together celebrating CBCA Book Week. For more 
information regarding book week activities and our annual 
book week parade, keep an eye out in our term 3 
newsletters.  
 

 

Excess furniture 
 

We have some excess furniture that you may be interested 
in. If you’d like to find out what is available, please call the 
school and Grant will make a time to discuss it with you.   
Minimal cost, negotiable. 
 

Friday 5 July 2019 
Last day for Term 2 –  

Dismissal 2:30pm 
Casual Day  

 

Term 3 2019  
Pupil Free Day – Friday 9 August (wk 3) 

School Photos – Tue 27/ Wed 28 August (wk 6) 
Sports Day – Thursday 19 September (wk 9) 
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Being Cybersmart 
 

Teaching your child to be cybersafe will help them to 
engage with the online world safely, responsibly and 
discerningly and can assist to protect them from online 
risks. Sometimes children are faced with online situations 
that they simply don’t know how to handle.  
Common cybersafety issues for children include 
cyberbullying, accessing or sharing inappropriate content 
and protecting their personal information. 
 
The office of eSafety provides the following tips and 
advice on helping your child have safe and enjoyable 
experiences online.  
 

Good habits start young - A guide for 
parents and carers 
Parents and carers play an important role in helping children to 
develop digital intelligence — the social, emotional and practical 
skills needed to successfully navigate the digital world. Even for 
preschool children, it is never too early to instil good habits, and 
as your child gets older it is useful to keep reminding them of 
these basic digital intelligence principles: respect, empathy, 
critical thinking, responsible behaviour and resilience. These are 
also principles you can emphasise with your child when things 
go wrong. 
 

Promote respectful communication 
Encourage your child to use the same positive manners and 
behaviour they would use offline, understanding that others may 
have different cultures, backgrounds or points of view. If it is not 
OK to say or do something face to face, it is not OK online. 
Remind them to avoid responding to negative messages and to 
tell you or another trusted adult if they receive them. Tell them it 
is OK to report others who are not being nice. 
Emphasise the positives. For example, ‘I know what a kind and 
respectful person you are, and it makes me so proud to see you 
acting the same way when you're online. You are such a great 
friend — I can see how much everyone looks up to you at 
school.’ 
 

Encourage safe and responsible behaviour 
Work on achieving a healthy balance in your child’s online and 
offline activities and set boundaries for digital device use in your 
home. Remind your child of the importance of safeguarding 
personal information that can be used to identify or locate them. 
Explain why they should be suspicious of unsolicited messages 
and emails, and avoid clicking on pop-up ads on websites. Some 
pop-ups that seem safe can lead to inappropriate sites or ask for 
personal or financial information. Help them configure the 
strongest privacy settings on all the social media apps and sites 

they use. It is best that only their circle of friends can view their 
information, tag them in a photo or share posts. Get them to 
check their settings regularly as updates can sometimes change 
them back to the default. Ensure your child uses strong 
passwords on devices and accounts, and explain the importance 
of not sharing passwords, even with friends.  
 

Encourage empathy 
Help your child to imagine being in someone else’s shoes, so 
they can relate to diverse opinions and understand what might 
make people behave in different ways. 
For example, you might say something like: ‘I noticed that Sam 
seemed a bit sad when she came over yesterday. Have you 
noticed anything? What do you think is wrong? Would that make 
you sad? What can we do to help?’. 
  

Teach them to question 
Encourage your child to think critically about what they see 
online. Teach them to ask questions so they can identify content 
or messages that may be misleading or exploitative. 
Talk to them about ‘fake news’, or false information that is 
designed to look like a trustworthy news report, and how quickly 
it can spread on social media. Teach them to fact check news 
sources and do their own independent searches on issues, so 
they can see the variety of opinions on a particular issue and 
make up their own mind. 
Remind them to be careful when making new friends online as 
people may not be who they say they are. We are increasingly 
seeing ‘Finstas’ (fake Instagram accounts) and other 
impersonation accounts, so it is important to question whether 
what they are seeing online from their friends is real or not. If it 
seems out of character, it could be from a fake account. 
Alert your child to the dangers of meeting someone in person 
that they have been talking to online. Advise them to never 
arrange to meet an online friend unless a trusted adult is with 
them and it is during the day in a public space. 
 

Help them build resilience 
Keep your cool if your child experiences a negative experience 
online. Remember, the choices they make as they navigate 
difficult situations can help them learn. Our 2017 ‘State of Play’ 
research shows six in ten young people were able to identify 
some positive impacts from a negative online experience. 
Remind your child that they can screen who they accept as 
online ‘friends’. 
Make sure they know how to block and report users or pages on 
the sites they use. 
If they have a negative online experience, find out how they are 
feeling about it, offer support and encourage them to keep things 
in perspective at the same time. 
For example, you might say: ‘What that person has done is not 
OK. They must be feeling pretty bad about themselves to treat 
you like this. How are you feeling? Let's block them to stop their 
messages coming through.’ 
Build your child’s confidence and encourage positive ways of 
thinking — looking on the bright side, thinking rationally, and 
understanding that difficult times are a part of life but there is 
help and support available. 
 

For more advice, please visit: 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-
habits-start-young 
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ROBOTICS 

with Room 4 
 

Room 4 went to see a man called Lee in the Science 
Room on Tuesday the 11th of June to do a robotic lesson. I 
liked that the lesson was going onto the computer to make 
a plan for the robot to do. Sometimes the robot wouldn’t 
work for some people. The people that it didn’t work for 
had to start over again. 
 
On the laptop I dragged a block, then plugged in the robot, 
pressed the circle button, downloaded it, unplugged the 
robot, and pressed the triangle button so the robot would 
move. 
I would like to know how long has the business been 
making robots. Also, Lee how long have you been working 
for this business? 
 
Kiana 

 
 

My class went to robotics before lunch on Tuesday 11th 
June.  
Lee told us that robots do not have a brain so they have to 
listen to us. If robots don’t listen to us they will crash into 
the wall.  
 
Lee said boys are big whiney babies because they will not 
let girls touch their toys. Also there are lots of other types 
of robots. Robots can cost over 1,000 dollars.  
When I was in robotics I had to put a cord into 
the bottom of the robot. Then the robot did 
what I told it to do. 
Thank you for reading my recount.  
 
By Declan 

 

 

 
Robotics time! 
 
On Tuesday 11th of June after lunch (11:30 till recces 1:15) 
room 4 visited Lee in the Science room. Lee is a program 
code master. He taught us some skills about robots. 
I was partners with Olivia. The thing that we did well together 
was brain storming ideas for our program. We did a dance 
party and we had to program the robot to dance.  
 
But the problem was we kept forgetting to press the button on 
the robot. I asked Olivia if she pressed the button, she said 
yes, but she didn’t press it. 
 
The interesting thing was how we communicated from the 
computer to the robot.  I am curious, could he program more 
than one robot at a time?  
It was awesome!!! Well that’s my recount. 
 
Sophie, over and out!
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WHAT’S ON ??
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out our School  

website @ http://www.renmarkr7.sa.edu.au 

 

And 
 

 
RENMARK PRIMARY SCHOOL OFFICIAL 

School Uniform Donations 
 

Do you have any second hand school uniforms; 
particularly T-shirts that you would consider donating?  
Any school uniform donations are very welcome. 
Second hand uniforms can be purchased from the front 
office for a gold coin donation. 
 
 

2019 Term Dates 
 

Term 2: 29 April – 5 July  (10 wks) 

Term 3: 22 July – 27 September  (10 wks) 

Term 4: 14 October – 13 December (9 wks) 

Community notices 
 

Riverland Oral Health Centre (school aged dental) 
Address: 10 Maddern Street, Berri SA 5343.  
Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.30pm Phone: 8580 
2700.In an emergency or for after hour’s advice call: 
1800 022 222. 
Dental care is free for most children-SA Dental bulk bill 
Medicare.  
 

Renmark Out of School Hours Care 
OSHC opening hours: 6.30am-8.30am & 3.15pm-6.30pm, 
Pupil free days and School Holidays 6.30am-6.30pm. 
Please Call: 8586 4481 for bookings. 
 

National Karate Academies Renmark  
For R-7 at the RPS Hall on Wednesdays (enter from 19th 
St. Renmark). 
Phone Jeff on 0417 938 076. 
 

Family Activities Program  
Follow the link below to access a fantastic ‘Family 
Activities Program’ put together by the Renmark Paringa 
Council.   
The Program includes activities suitable for all age groups. 
http://www.renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au/familyactivities 
 

Dates to remember 
Term 2 

Week 10 
 

July  4 Assembly 1.50pm 
July  5 2.30pm DISMISSAL (Casual day) 
 
 

Please Note: Dates are subject to change 
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Renmark Paringa Council 
Below are a few of the fun activities held 

in the school holidays. 

Have you seen the school holiday program 

for the July holidays yet?! Download a 

copy at: 

https://www.renmarkparinga.sa.

gov.au/familyactivities 


